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CHAPTER LXVIL

The grim Norse mythology always
had a malevolent god, which later be-
cime the devil of medieval and mod-
ern literature, whose function it was to
turn every scene of rejoicing Into one
of walling. No matter what unanimity
of joy and gladness there might be in
the halls of Valhalln, Lokl the wicked
one, WASs sure to contrive some way to
changs the laughter into weeping. In
fact, all demonology has some power-
ful geni who loves wickedness for Its
own sake, turns with rancor at the
sight of happiness, and iz keen with
devices to transform joy into gloom,

In the midst of the outpouring thank-
fulness and delight of the people there
was just as dark and sinister a plot
brewing to tranaformm this into grief as
ever the savage old Sagus of the Norse-
men described. Only in this case the
malevolent spirit was almost at a
world's distance from being a lesser
god llke Lokl or an archangel! like Lu-
cifer,

In all that goes to make up & man
John Wilkes Booth was far below the
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his type of men are mostly known as

‘matinee  idols, rather characteriess |

young fellows, handsome-faced, of slen- |
to
- 1
girle | loyal territory, and full information as {the figure of an athlete, low forehead,

der intellectuality
whom the

and ambition,
admiration of silly

seems the best thing life can offer. John {to the plans of our civil and
Wilkes Booth's father wge Junius Bru- administrations. It
tus Booth, an English actor of decided |likely that Booth and Surratt had out-

gentus * for Shaksperian perfomances,
but an jrresponsible incbriate, whose

eccentricities frequently reached actual [were instiguted to attempt the crime.

insanity. John Wilkez Booth grew up
in the theater as his father's dresser
and attendant. The father had spas-
modic intents to make a great actor of
his handsome son, bug the material was
not there, The young man's strongest
lastes were for wearing fine clothes,
posing &as a Heau Brummel, winning
sasily susceptible feminine hearts, vary-
Ing periods of prolonged drunkenness
by attitudinizing on the stage and the
fashionable promenades as a gentle-
man. He was not known to have any
real convictions or principles of any
kind. He sympathized with secession
because the soclety of Baltimore, Wash-
Ington and Richmond, whose eities he
most frequented, were strongly
slon, and he wished to appear well in
that world. Hix devotion to secession,

BOUEgE.
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MRS, SURRATT,
SPIRATORS MET AND PLANNED THE ASSASEINATION.

avernge of American manhood. Tr--fln_\'!
|

however, had never been so strong ax
to take him Into the Confederate army,
or, 80 far as |8 known, to have done
anything In jt2 behalf that would in-
volve risk, hardship or personal incon-
venlence, Tt is sald that he went with
the militin companics to Harpor's Fer-
ry at the time of the John Brown raid,
but this does not imply that he did any
real soldierly duty. T aksembling of
the militla at Harper's Ferry partook
more of the character of a plenie than
of the sober reality of war, since It
quickly became known that there were

only about 20 deluded men gathered
around the old Osawatomle fanatie.
Ta those who really knew the die,

purposeless, dissipated actor, already
beginning to glide down the swift de-
cline 1o which whisky leads manhood,
John Wilkes Booth waz about the last
man that could be imagined for the
cologsal erime that lhie Is supposed to
have planned.

Was It Planned by Others?

There is much evidenee, but how con-
clusive we will not now say, that this
plan did not originate with Booth, but
wis instilled into him—as such crimes
usually are—hby men of far stronger
brains and more vehement purpose. Dur-
ing the later years of the war there was
a group of malevolent conspirators in
Canada, who hesitated at no crime
which would aflict loyal people, The
head of this eabal was Jacob Thomp-
son, who had been Secretary . of the
Treasury under Buchanan's Adminis-
tration, and had become deeply In-
volved in the robbery of the Treasury
thru the abstraction of the Indian
bonds. Next to him was Clement C.
Clay, who had. been Senator from Ala-
bama; Beverly Tucker, Circuit Judge
in Virginia at one time; George N, San-

ders, Willlam C. Cleary, Prof. Holcomb,
George Harper and others, This cabal
wasg in constant communication with
the Government at Richmond, and was
well supplled with money placed to the
credit of Jacob Thompson, who made
the Ontario Bank of Montreal a sub-
treasury of the Confederacy in Canada,
and recelved his funds in the shape of
Southern bills of exchange on London.

They It was who planned and exe-
cuted the scheme of starting with in-
focted clothing epidemics  of  yellow
fever and smallpox in the seaport cities
and Chicagoe. They engaged and fitted
out the ralds by which the St. Alban
banks were plundered and two citizens
murdered; they started and fitted out
the Beall raid on Lake Erie to capture

became a contractor on the Orange &
Alexandria Rallroad, and made =ome
money, with which he returned to
Maryviand, bought another farm, upon
which he established a tavern, had the
post office located there and iater Dbe-
came Postmaster. The couple had
three children, a daughter and two
sons . One of the bova entered the Con-
federate army, and remained in it dur-
Ing the war. The younger son, John H.
Surratt, was p student at St, Charles
College, in Maryland, became an ardent
Becessionist, but did not enter the army.

b

2 §: i

steamers and release the prisoners on
Johnson's Island; they were the fo-
menters of the New York draft riots,
and their scheme to burn Chicag: »nd
fre« the prisoners at Camp Douglas
came only too near execution., It s
known [(hat as early as October, 1864,
John Wilkes Booth and John H. Sur-
ratt visited this cabal of murderous
plotters in Canada, and probahly re-
celved instructions frnn'Llhrvn\ s to the
black deed In prospect. The cabal was
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a part of the Knights of the Golden
Cirele, and with its grips, passyords
and countersigns secured rendy com-

munication for = zplex with oll parts
of the North, safe transit for them thru |

iary
seems  altogether
lined to them Mans for abducting the
President or for murdering him, and

The

Who were first associated with Booth
and Surratt we shall never know, Prob-
ably there were many, as s usuil in the

“ellow-Conspirators.

conception of all plots;, but these los
heart and drifted off as the enterprise
began Lo harden into desperate :‘.Im;n-.l

JOHN WILKES
It was fell that he could be of nmore
gervice by staying at home, and during
the earlier years of the war "o wns hy
times g spy and courier, earrying dis-
patches frum other spies, and an agont
aof the blockade-running line between
Baltimore and Richm :nd. Ilis tharo
knowledge of the lower part of Marv-
land, Iving between the Potomne Liver
and Chesapeake av, was of the great-
est value in this servie His mother's
tavern at “Surrattsville” was a con-
venient station for his work. In the
Fall of 1864 Mrs. Surratt, who had be-
come a4 wildow some time before, rented
her farm to John M. Lloyd, ana re-
moved to Washington, where she
opened o boarding house at ¢04 1 street
northwest.  John H, Surrutt, then a
tall, slender man of abont *2 vears of
age, wae thought by the Richmond au-
thorities to Lo capable aof wtill better
service aml was sent to Canndn.

When Hooth and Surract -lirs:
together 8 not known, and 8o
conflieting statements hawvs
by Surratt himself, as well

BOOTH,

came
many
bheen mada
aM others,

that the truth will never Lie known. It |
Is liKkely that they met in Canuda, when |

hoth were visiting the Thompson cabal,
or that they Iecame acquainted In one
of Heoolh's drinking bouts at some se-
cession resort in Washington,

The man who Impressed evervone as
being the mest desperate and danger-
outs of the conspirntors was Lewis Payne
Powell, the son of » Baptist minister In
Florida, lewls and his two brothers
were in the " Confederate army. The

MHS. MARY E. SURRATT.

two hrothers weres killed and Lo wis
waounded and taken prisoncr at Gettys-
burg. Upon convalescing he was om-
ployed as a nurse until he glipped away
and rejoined the Confederate army,
where, however, he remained only a
littde while, when he deserted nod wont
to Baltimore., He was a big feliow, with

coarse black hair and dark gray oyes.
His face was beardless, and his
were not those of 4 man accustomod to
manual work. He was the most sirik-
ing lvoking of all the coanspirators, ond
at the trial the ob=erved of all ohserv-
ers, HBoth face and figure proclaimed
him the poweriul, resolute creature he
had proved himself to be, In Baltimore
he met Booth, amnd became hig accom-
plice apparently at once.

The nexst of  the consplrators was
Pavid E.- Herold, a Maryland boy, with
cducation sufficient to make him an in-

THE OLD VAN NESS

the consplrators gives us all the
implicated at the consummition of the
tragedy. The one elosest to Booth from
{the first was John H. Surratt, son of
Mrs. Mary E. Burrntt, a widow 45 years
of age. Mrs, Surratt was born and
reared in Prince George County, Md,
and was congidered a belle in her yvouth.
Her father was a small slavehalder,
nnd in 1835 she was married to John
H. Surratt, and went to Hve with him
on o farm which they worked with the
help of twa or three slaves. The story
goes that they were so cruel to these

The evidence hrought out at the trial «.r]
In- | Inslgnifieant
formation we have as to those directly |cowardly

MANSION, WHERE LINCOLN WAS TO HAVE BEEN
SECRETED.

different drug clerk. He had a stupid,
face and an  irresolute,
look. His employers found
him Irresponsible and trifling.
23 years of age, but more like a boy
than a man, »

Feorge A. Atzerodt was born In Ger-
many 33 years before, but had been
brought up in Charles County, Md.,
and was by trade a coach painter. Ha
began blockade running, which he kept
up until he became involved in the con-
spiracy. He Is described as a short,
thick-set, rovnd-shouvldered man of stu-
pid, heavy appeerance, with straggling
sandy whiskers and mustache,

that one of them set fire to the house
and burned it down. Surratt afterwards

(Continued on page six.)

hands |
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They are marking time In Washing-
ton. Adjournments for (hree davs at o
time—the longese period allowed under
the Constitution without the concurrence
of the two bhodies—are the order in
Senate and Housge, Congfffsmen are |
students of the calendar, lDoking for-
ward to those two big holldays, Christ-
mas and New Year's, And of the two
New Year's js the bigger official day,
bocause the officinl geason ia then for-
mually ushered in with the big reception
at the White House, which” w1l be the
firet official New Yenr's of the Taft Ad-
ministration,

The Senate every three daya s hav-
ing a high old fime at morning bhusiness,
and outwardly it ia the only business
the public sees the Senate lransocting
at thig period. When a Senaior has a
bill providing for the payment of 2
clnim of $3.75 to Bill thnilh.. of Podunlk,
becnuge the great coast-defgnese guns at
ithe nearby Army fort shopk his win-
dowsg and broke a Tew pajs of giass,
the said Senator rises soléghnly in his
gont, waves the bill aloft, Mhich brings
a page scurrying to his plage, sml. ad-
dressing the Vice Presideng announces
hisg desire to introduce a m@i=zure, The
| page goes back hot-footed §o the dosk,
| whercupun the reading clerk announces
{in high-sounding tones the title of the
bitl.

Hours and hours ara consumed cvery
afternoon when the Senale meets dur-
|ing the early part of the scssion with
[thix business. Senators stond walting
{their turns of recognition. *An hour is
jallotted  to  this “motning  business,”
which comprises not only the introduc-
iti«rn of bills, hut the perhig of resolu-

tions amd memorials and the Tike,

If the House followed that method,
Ithe dally sessions would have to bhe
Imuch longer or other business would
| have to be cuntailed.  For there are 400
|more members in the House than in
[the Senate, and the number of hills in-
troviveed there js almost propoctionate.
Iv lureger. So one might asdtch the pro-
lewedings of the House, for an entire
season without hearing anyvthing in the
addresses of members about Mmtroducing
| hills:  The House hig A more guict wany
"which 1s Just as effectives When Repre-
gsentative John Doe cares 1o istroduce
a bl to pay Pl Smith, of Podunk,
£1.75 for the smashing of his windows,
he elither tramps upr to the clerk’s d+sk
him=elf or calla o page, who sdlepasits
|the bill in an ordipary desk bagket.
| There s o man at the desk who makes

[the proper refercnce of the measiure tol:

fa cammities, but no Abnounesmont of
(the referanee. js made ta the House, One
Interested can read In the Copgrossiannl
Record the next morn that John Doe
loffered the bill, and: it Wwas peferred to
|the Committee an l.‘lalllu.~

Recess .\muﬁ“uh.,

k The Senate, apart. from holding its
usunl “morning hours,” is giving a little
time to executive segslons.  These are
chiefly for the porpose of confirming
the big batch of nominations which
Presgident Toaft hus sant in since Tuek-
I 7. There have héen hundreds
of these nominations, most of them cov-
{ering what is technically known as “re-
(eess appointments.”  When the Presi-
|dent selects g man for a Federal place
|where the commiasion depénds upon the
l“gdvice and consent of the Senate” he
|sends the nomination to the Senate, f
"'ull;;l'a'!ih Is In sesgion, and the nominca

does not tiake offies (I the Sennte ans
contirmed or redected, But if Congresa
I8 not in eezsfon, the President sonkes
an appolntment, nol & nomination, and
Issues W tempor: commisgion. This
iz followed as goon as CONgress oon-
venes by the vsunl nomination to the
| Benate.

| With the growth of the Government
land the inerease In Fedaral patronage
| Presidents  invarlably . have 1o mn b
many  recess  appolntments,  In the
|eouree of four meaentha, which was the
period between the adfournment of (he
extra session and the convening <f the
regular session, therg were licrally
hundreds of appoiniments of Postans-
lters, scores of appointments of Army
latticers, scores of appointments of Navy
!--Ih-'-'!‘". not to mention .;{'.it nnmlbers

of divers dther Federal ot$cials,

In many caser thege Bonlirmatlons
are only perfunctory. THe promotion
of an Army Caplain 0 befa Major has
to be referred to the Military AfSuas
Committee, for instanceg, A mceting of
thiat committee must he held, with a
quornm pregsest, unlesa the expediont
of polling the eommities i adopted, the
inomination reported  bhack favorably,
amnd then a conlirming vote tnken by
the Senate before the Army olicer gets
his permanent commission.

The Senate railroads many of these
conflemations thru in record pace; but,
all the same, the c¥eoitive sasaions oe-
cupy a prominent. place in the woark of
the Senate in these days when Congress
is marking time. Just now the con-
firmation of nominations, which the |
‘I'ro-*!ih-ul and rmembers of his Cahinet |
| have agreed upon, often anly alter long
ldeliberstion and  extensive Inguiry, s
{the only bl husiness héing transcted |
at the Capitol. Nine-genthg of the |
| nominations go thru without n ripple
|either in the commitiecs to which they
|are referred or in thg Senate, but same-
| times there i & rowdor g shaow of oppo-
|sitlon, and this session hns been no ex-
Iw-ivliun in that regurd. The executive
proceedings, however, have been In the
main pacifie,

The New Assoviate Justice.

The big nomination ¢f them ull has
heen that of an Assoclate Justice of the
Suprem« Court, Preeiueql Taft, after
much deliberation amg mach inguiry
into the charges of oppositdon has num-
inated Clrenit Judge Heraee H. Lirton,
of Tennessee, to be ag Assoclnte Jus-
tice of the Suprema Court.  His old-
time friendahip for Judge Lurton and
his ndmiration of Judge Luston from
several years of association with him
upon the bench ovéreame all the thiugs
Lh:n critics brought forward against

im. n

With the Senate Jugdlciary. Commit-
tes, which has to pasa upbn this noml-
nation, the chief objectinon was that
Judge Lurton is 66 years old, said to be
the oldest man ever nominated for the
Supreme Bench. But while ordinarily
Justices of the Supremeg Court are eli-
gible for retirement whew they Lecome
T0 years old,” they must have first 10

years of service, an‘lpp tly Jusiiece
Lurton “must serve W1l j 76 before
he can.retire on full ut the re-

tirement provision‘ls g
not of the. Censtitition
Improbable that somae
be made I eape’ of th
should he in future yoa& want to re-
tire before he hos serded 10 years.
Then -the question might be raised
whether his long cles @8 & Clreult
Judge ought mot toEount,

The opposition ta Judge Lurton has

atter of law,
nd it {8 not
eption might
new Justice
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CONGRESS MARKING TINE.
\Not Doing Much Business Before the Holidays—A Host of Recess
Appointments—The New Associate Justice—Opposition to Low
Tariff Demoerdts as Treasury Officials.

1 wiant

strong, but appar=
He s o Demi-

heen exceptionally
ently will avall nothing.

crat, and was appointed to the Circuait
lench as such President Cleveland
The Roogevelti : have been buasy
charging that he g a reactlonary. The

lahor leaders have asserted thave his
decisions were uniformly against them.
The alr has been filled with statements
nbout his friendliness to the rallroads
and about his having ridden In the old
dnys, when passes were not Torbidden,
in private cars that did not cost him a
cent

President Taft undoubtedly knows
Judge Lurton pergonnlly better than any
of the critics, annd he has chosen to ig-
nore these unfriendly charges, "If 1
don't nominate him now." the President
siid a fow davs before the nomination
wig sent to the Benate, “I never shall
hiave the opportunity to do it again.”

The Senators of the Judiclary Com-
mittee were all earefully eanvassed he-
fore the nomination was decided upon,

and they returned answer that they
would favor his confirmation If the
President Insisted uwpon making the

nomination, but on account of Lurton's
age they thought it might be advisable
to gelect a younger man., It wag be-
lleved from the beginning that the Pres-
Ident would select his old associate of
the bench, He had urged Roosevelt to
nominate him to the Supreme Bench.

Secretary MacVeagh's Turn,

Every man of President Taft’s Cab-
tnet scems destined to have his bad
quarter of an hour with Congress or
the public or gome other authority, Sec-
retary Buallinger, ns head of the Interior
Department, has been kept in hot wa-
ter for montha because of the criticisms
of the Pinchot enthusiasts. Secretary
of State Knox ha= had his troubles with
that Minister to China whom he sum-
marily deposed, and so it goes.

Thiz last week Secretary MacVeagh
nas had his turn. He went to Beston
to make a gpecch before a bankers' as-
sociatjon, and emphasized the fdea that
the Aldrich-Payvne tariff law was only
a step forward, but that the Hepublican
Party had executed a right-about-face,
and wis going to reduce tarlfls gradual-
Iy in the course of o series of vears.
Secretary MacVeagh did not attempt to
Rive the detnils ss to how this would
be done, hot he made it plain that the
Tariff Board would be the instrumentsi-
Ity for reducing rates that may be prov-
en too high.

« Just abont that time the Finance
Cominiitee of the Senate was soon te
mest to take up several Treasury nomi-
nations. Among these was that of Jas
. Curtis, a young Dumoerat of Boston,
to be Asslstant Sccretary of the Treas-
ury in charge of the administration of
customs, and among them also was the
nomination of It. E. Cabell, a young
Republicnn of Hichmend, Vi., to
Commigaidner of  Internal  Revenue.
Both yvoung men are now holding office
under récess appointments, but the
President has sent their nominations to
the Senate for four-year terms, and
these must be confirmed or rejected by
the Senate.

The Finance Committes does not al-
together like the jdea of having a Dem-
ocrat, Hke AMr. MacVeagh, at the head
of the Treasury Department, and nelth-
er does the committee like the idea of
placing a yvoung man, much less a Dem-
ocrat, In charge of the administration
of customs, The Finance Committee
reviged the Paynoe law last Summer, and
Includes several of the old standpatters
of the Senate, They feel—and very
many men agree with them in that par-
ticular—ithat the tarilf law should be
administercd by men who are Repuhb-
lieans and also by men who are in sym-
pathy with the protective principle jdea.

While tariff laws are very rigidly
drawn, there are thousands of little
loopholes.  The Treasury Department
makes numerous regulations and roles
with the hope of plugging up these
loopholes that Congress has left, but
even then shrewd men find little wavs

of getting around the regulations, And
the man who has much to say about
the framing of the regulations and

about decisions on Individual cases as
they come up to the Department has a
tremendous power, That man is the
Asslstant Secretary of the Treasury in
chaarge of the administration of cus-
tins,

Curtis Likely to Be Confirmed.

The Finance Committee has long tak-
en the stand that jt should be consulted
about the selection of that official. Pres-
ident Hoosevell carly in his term first
gave the Finance Committee a case of
shivers when he nominated for Assistant
Secretary to have charge of customs o
beardless youlh, Robert Armstrong, who
had been private secrctary to Secretary
Shaw. The Finnnce Committes fonght
that nomination hard, but there rosult-
el a serles of parleys, nnd It was finally
agreed that Mr. Armstrong should be
confirmed. There was nothing against
him personally, just as now there s
nothing personally agalnst Mr. Curtis.
But the Finance Committee s com-
posed of old and seasoned politiclans,
the majority being Republicans who
men of their own ideas and of
good business training In Immedinte
ll'hur;;ﬂ of the enforcement of the tarifY
nw,

They are likely to confirm Mr. Curtls,
but probably not till after the holidays
and not until Mr. Curtis has bheen im-
pressed  with  the authority of  the
Finance Committee and has been made
acquainted with Its purposes in (raming
the tariff law as it did.

It is significant that the committes
was fighting the nomination of Mr, Ca-
bell at the same time, beenuse Mr. Co-
bell bears the same relation to the in-
ternal revenues that Mr, Curtis does (o
the customs, and from customs and
from internal revenue the Governtaent
derives practically all of jts Income. Mr,
Cabell, like Mr, Curtis, Is still In the
30°s; but, unlike Mr. Curtis, he s n
geasoned politician, e has ideas about
keeping Senators and Representatives
it n distance which does not please the
Finarce Commitiee. The Internal Rev-
enue fervice offers many patronage up-
portunities, and In the big internal rev-
enue States the politiclans have been
able to take care of many of their
friends. As Commlissioner Cabell has
beén disposed to curtall the rights of
Congressmen In these patronage mat-
ters, they are trying to strike back at
him. But it appears that Mr. Cabell |s
likely to be confirmed after the holl-

ays.

And Incidentally the Finance Com-
mittee is disposed to Impress Seceretary
MacVeagh a little with the idea that
this is & Republican Administration and
with the ldea that a Secretary of the
Treasury under a Raepublican Adminis-
tration ought to keep the protective
prineiple constantly jn mind. The stand-
pat Republicans resented Mr. 3Mne-
Veagh's Boston speech, and they resent

-
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A Good Man Being Neglected.

his outspoken methods. They know
that he was for years a low-tariff Demo-
crat, iltho he volted for Taft in the last
election, and they wiash he would not
emphasize hig views so much, As thaose
views are apt to he taken undér the
circumstances for the views of the He-
publican Administration,

Wanis New Blood in the Treasury.

The Secretary belleves in getting new
blood into the Treasury service, and
while he Is well advanced in years him-
self he has chozen for his three Assist-
ant Becretaries very young men, none
of whom s over 40 years old. One of
these Ass{stants, Mr. Charles D, Norton,
had attalned prominence in financial
circles of Chicago, and la become Secre«
tary MacVeagh's, alter ego. To Mr.
Norton the Seécretary Intrusts a vast
ameunt of detail, much of whigh has
hitherto been attended to by the Bacre-
tary. himself, The eritics are fond of
saying that Mr., Norton runs the De-
partment, altho that & hardly troe, See-
retary MacVeagh runs his own Depart-
ment, guite ag much as did any other
Secretary of the Treasury, and he in-
sists upon having his ideas followed,

The President is satisfied with him,
nnd continues to intrust Mr. MacVeagh
to the fullest extent with the perform-
ance of ali duties pertaining to his De-
partment. The President let it be
known at the very start that his subor-
dinates wore to hava the cholee of their
subordinates, as he proposed to hold
his Cablinet members reésponsible for
the conduct of their respective Depart-
ments. Therefore, Secretary MacVeagh
talkes the responsibility for the subor-
dinates whom hé has chosen and whom
the Finance Committee js very slow
about confirming. The only criticism
the Senate seems disposed to make of
President Taft 18 for appointing Mr.
MacVeagh Secretary of the Treasury.
That eriticism, however, s very largely
partisan, for all men at Washington
have come to recognize Mr. MacVeagh's
great ability. He is already looming
forth as one of the very blg men of the
Cabinet—a man who s really of Cab-
inet size and who approaches the solu-
tiona of the big problems of his office
In n statesmanlike manner. Therefore,
when g standpat Republican nowadayvs
savs sneeringly that Mr. MacVeagh is
running his Depuartment as tho it were
A corner grocery, he ls playing upon
the fact that Mr. MacVeagh Is mem-
ber of a great grocery firm in Chicago,
unid emphasizing directly the Secretary’s
politics,

It is Being Worked Out By the
President, Cabinet and the
Leading Senators and Repre-
sentatives.

- —

The three sessions of Congress for
the first week raised questions of wide
interest about future policies and pro-
cedures.  Unless the signa fuil a second
week of parleying and conferring iz not
going to clear the atmosphere material-
ly. Only the New Year will mark any
deeisive steps forward, if indeed there
is to be much progress bevond the ap=-
propriation bills,

The leaders of Senate and House
have been busy laving plans, throwing
up defenses and mapping out cam-
paigns; but the hundreds of plain Sen-
ators and Hepresentatives who are only
soldiers in the ranks have had a thumb-
twirling time of it. There is lttle or
nothing for them to do. Of course, it
Is well enough to point to the Depart-
mental errands, bot, oafter all, a live
Congressman can do a pile of Depart-
mental errands in one forenoon, and a
day or two a week sulfices to keep up
to date with the requests of conatit-
uents,

Congresamenr— have the same weaks-
ness as the rest of human Kkind about
emphasizing the arduous character and
the tremendous importance of thelr
duties In Washington. But in these
modern days there Is not one Congress-
man in 2¢ at Washington who is hurt-
ing himself with work. A few men on
the big committees do the bulk of the
work. The rest find time hanging heav-
Ily on their hands from the moment
they come here in December till they
goet away in the Spring or early Sum-
mer. Washington is to them a sort of
Winter resort, whera they ecan come to
keep in agreeable company and be in
the thick of things; and, of course, par-
ticipiate in legislation. Most of the
Congresamen prefer to have a part In
what is doing, but the leaders do not
give them the opportunity.
Accordingly, these Congressmen are
waiting for things to turn up. They

go to the Capitol every day, listen to

the latest gossip, watch for indications
as to the trend, and in the majority of
cases fall into line for whatever pro-
gram may be Jdetermined upon. And
that is what they are doing now. There
are exchanges of opinion, with which
the leaders keep Informed. They gage
the sentiment of the rank and file, who
have votes to give In support of this
and that proposition or against it, and
govers - themselves accordingly. "

The- President’s delay In handing out
hiz views about the- bizx legislation ef
the Winter is In part responsible for the
colorless. contition of affi'rs, but even
had he nnounced those views in his
annnil messugesit 1® open (o guestion
whether there would have been much
more progress before the holidavs. And
it should alsp be sald that the com-
prehensive discussion of matiers ahead
will in the end probably he
and quite as much may have been ac< '
complished by the end of Jan or
Febirnary or March as would have hap-
pened had the entire grist of bhusiness
heen plumped right before the lawmak-
ers In a heap,

However, just now, when everybody
is drifting along, the eritics put in hard
licks, and find an opportunity to pro-
¢laim that the start is with such a lack
of energy little is to be expected, that
the leaders do not want much legisia-
tion anyway, and that the President is
falling in with their ideas. The program
certainly has been curtailed since Pres-
ident Taft returned from hiz Western
trip; but, perhaps vet, enough of it will
go thru to enable the Republicans to
say they have made a gratifying ad-
vance in enacting the President's rec-
ommendations into law.

President Taft favors giving all sides
a hearing on whatever proposition he
has in hand, That comes from his long
judicial tralning and is in the interest
of fair play. It is what he is now doing
with every big measure he and his At-
torney-General are framing for the leg-
islative branch. And so it is that Wash-
ington is filled with representatives of
the railroads and of every corporation
affected by the propossd legislation.
These arrivals have made Washington
a busier center for these interested vis-
itors than it has been since the davs of
the memorable raillroad-rate regulation
fight. They are directing their steps
toward the Department of Justice, and
are holding their long talks with At-
torney-General Wickersham and also
with Solicitor Lloyd Bowers.

But when the President has listened

patiently to the representations of his
Cabinet officers and also of the few
repregentatives of the corporations who
get to him from time to itime, it is alto-
gether likely that he will speak out
definitely, Not only will he send in his
special messages, but he will be able to
teil the leaders in the Senate and the
leaders in the House exactly what he
wants and just how much legisiation
there must be to satisfy him.
- When that stage Is reached the Com-
mittees of Senate and House that ex-
pected to begin their deliberations early
on the Taft measures will go ahead, and
there will be live times at the Capitol.
As already stated, it probably will not
come about til] after the holliday recess,
but that will be in plenty of time.

NICARAGUAN AFFAIRS.

Gov. Creel, of Mexico, Here, Try-
ing to Adjust Matters.

One of the very notable arrivals in
Washington of recent days Is that amia-
hle and capable Mexiecan, Senor Don
Enrigue . Creel, formerly Embassador
here at Washington, but now Governor
of the State of, Chihushun. The fact
that he comes as the confidential agent
of his Government and that his mission
I¢« really to keep the United States and
Nicarngua from going to war adds to
the fnterest of his appearance in this
city at this time.

For Secretary of State Knox has been
pressing so aggressively against Prest-
dent Zelaya, of Nicaragua, that little
further development is necessary to
make a state of war, which Congress
would have to recognize eventually by
the authorization of hostilitics. Every
few days additional warships are being
sent to either the Atlantic or the Pacifie
Coast of Nicaragua. The Isthmian
Cannl Zone is being made a placa of
rendezvous for a big force of marlnes,
The Navy Department is now able to
start an army of about 2,000 marines
against Njcaragua, As that little coun~
try has no navy, the jackies on the
shipa could slso be safely put ashore to
swel! the forces of an army of invaslon.

The massing of these forces of ma~
rines and jackies in the vicinity of Nica-
ragua has scemed necessary because of
reports that President Zelaya was gain-

ing the ascendancy, and that Gen. Juan
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